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The 25 in 5: Network for Poverty Reduction is a multi-sectoral network comprised
of over sixty provincial and Toronto-based organizations and individuals working
on eliminating poverty.

There is an emerging consensus that the time for piecemeal solutions to persistent
poverty has passed. During the election campaign, we joined numerous groups
and individuals calling on the political parties to commit to a poverty reduction
strategy for Ontario that would reduce Ontario’s Poverty rate by at least 25% over
5 years and 50% over 10 years. While the precise target to be adopted will be the
subject of consultations in the next few months, a target at a comparable level
would lift more than 400,000 people in this province out of poverty in the first 5
years. We believe this is a necessary and realistic objective for the first phase of a
longer term strategy.

An Ontario poverty reduction plan is not simply about those who are poor. It is
about bolstering the opportunities for all Ontarians and ensuring that all hands are
on deck to meet our common economic challenges. It is about ensuring that
middle income families can be prevented from falling into poverty to begin with.

It is about preserving and rebuilding the middle income so people living in poverty
have a place to move in to. Ultimately, it is about how we ensure the social and
economic well-being for all our communities and for the whole province.

Poverty is expensive. Just as it is much more costly to treat a disease than prevent
one, it costs more to provide emergency hostels than affordable housing, more to
take a child into the care of child welfare agencies than to make sure families have
adequate incomes, more to cope with school dropouts than to train our youth for
the jobs Canada needs to fill in the coming years and more to treat the long term
health effects of poverty and social exclusion than to make sure every child is
given the best opportunity to be healthy and connected to his or her community.

Reducing poverty is good for economies, as is preventing poverty by maintaining a
strong social safety net. Denmark, Sweden and Finland are three of the five most
economically competitive nations in the world. They have the lowest child poverty
rates and strong social supports.
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The need for action is nothing short of urgent. Report after report has documented
that, despite our record levels of economic growth, poverty has persisted at the
same high rates for an entire generation. Among aboriginal populations, racialized
communities, newcomers, single mothers and people with disabilities the situation
is even more dire, with adult and child poverty rates that can be many times the
Ontario average.

Among advocacy groups and in communities across Ontario the response to the
government’s commitment to develop a comprehensive poverty reduction strategy
has been very positive - as has been the reaction to the appointment of Deb
Matthews as lead minister and the formation of a cabinet committee on poverty
reduction. But concrete and substantial action must follow.

The 2008 Budget provides the first test of the Government’s resolve to deliver an
effective and meaningful Poverty Reduction Strategy. While the planned
consultations with community stakeholders are a critical and ongoing part of the
development of a comprehensive strategy, we are not starting from zero. There
are crucial priorities that need immediate attention and a significant down payment
on those priorities in the 2008 budget will set the tone for a meaningful
consultation process in the months ahead.

This first budget should:

1. Dedicate sufficient funds for an effective consultation on targets and priorities
for the Poverty Reduction Strategy.

A broad, inclusive and solutions-oriented consultation process will be critical to
building wide support for a comprehensive strategy. The 2008 budget should
ensure that sufficient resources are allocated for a comprehensive consultation
with Ontarians.

Community and civic leaders — including those from diverse communities and the
most seriously disadvantaged groups, policy thinkers, low income people and
business representatives — all need to be involved in discussions about what
targets to set, what measures to use, and the kinds of policies that will make a
difference in the long-term.

2. Deliver the funding required to implement in 2008 the programs promised
during the past election campaign, namely:

e A dental plan for low-income Ontarians

e A full-day Junior and Senior Kindergarten program

e The development and funding of a new affordable housing strategy

3. The core components of a poverty reduction strategy have already been
identified and enjoy broad support. Start the process of funding initiatives that will
signal the necessary direction for Ontario’s strategy by:



e Acting on the principle that working full time, full year should bring a
worker out of poverty by increasing the minimum wage to $10.25 in
2008, updating and increasing of employment standards to protect
people in precarious work, and initiating proactive measures to
remove employment barriers based on discrimination.

e Making serious progress towards the development of an effective
labour market strategy to address restructuring in the manufacturing
sector and the need for greater access to the kinds of jobs that can
bring and keep Ontarians out of poverty;

e Giving adults and children real income security by speeding up the
implementation of the new Ontario Child Benefit, giving families on
social assistance a greater share of the OCB and putting more
money into the pockets of individuals and families who depend on
social assistance because they cannot work full time;

¢ |dentifying and implementing programs that can effectively address
the poverty experienced by racialized communities, aboriginal
people, women, persons with disabilities and newcomers;

e Making affordable housing and quality child care top provincial
priorities.

4. Press the Federal government to do its share in a poverty reduction strategy
by:
e Restoring and extending the coverage of the Employment Insurance
program so that Ontario workers get better access to both El
payments and skills retraining;

e Restoring its contributions to affordable housing and early learning
and child care

As the Network has said before, the success of poverty reduction ultimately
depends on a firm commitment to invest what is needed in what works. The 2008
budget will be an important signal of whether the Ontario is serious about this
commitment.



Campaign Against Child Poverty
CSPC-Toronto

Colour of Poverty Campaign
Daily Bread Food Bank

KAIROS
Income Security Advocacy Centre

ISARC/MCC

John Stapleton
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African Canadian Social Development Council
African Canadian Legal Clinic
Anglican Diocese of Toronto

Atkinson Economic Justice Fellow
June Callwood Campaign Against Child Poverty

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
Toronto Chinese and Southeast Asian Legal Clinic

Chinese Canadian National Council, Toronto Council

Citizens for Public Justice

City of Toronto

Community Social Planning Council of Toronto
Daily Bread Food Bank

Branch Out Care Ministries
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Health Providers Against Poverty
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The Maytree Foundation, Avana Capital Corporation
Medical Reform Group

Mennonite Central Committee Ontario

Metcalf Foundation
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Ontario Association of Social Workers
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Outreach Pickering Islamic Centre

Ontario Public Health Association

Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation

The Reconstructionist Synagogue of Toronto
Redemptorist Fathers and Brothers

Registered Nurses Association of Ontario

Ryerson University, former Provincial Child Advocate
St. Christopher House

SANE Research Project, University of Toronto
Social Capital Partners

South Asian Legal Clinic of Ontario

Stephen Lewis Foundation
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The Stop Community Food Centre

Toronto and York Region Labour Council

TDSB Student SuperCouncil
Toronto Board of Rabbis
Toronto Christian Resource Centre

Toronto Coalition for Better Child Care

Toronto Public Health
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Toronto Youth Cabinet
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United Way of Greater Toronto
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